GENERAL PROSE  WRITERS
shared with Landor and Newman alone in the Victorian era His prose is over-adjectived, but it is firm and concise as well as nppling His short stones and novels have about them a somewhat disagreeable sentimentality, but his essays and his criticism are free from this taint He is extremely witty, and his paradoxes, though they often seem outrageous, are as often based on keen observation, if not at a very profound level His dialogues on art, Intentions, are possibly his best work outside his plays, and if De Profundts contains his plainest prose, it is the outcry of a broken man Wilde is not a good advertisement for humanism his pride of intellect, his devotion to the flesh, are neither Attic, as he thought, nor humanistic, as he probably supposed His amorality was a symptom of the time, but he was not so shallow as is now generally assumed 3 and though you may not agree with the conclusions of The Soul of Man under Socialism, you have to admit that it was written by a thoughtful man
After Wilde, except possibly for Symons, the line of wnters who wrote large books to which the public paid attention died out, to be replaced by publicists who preferred to manoeuvre as essayists in the columns of the weeklies, which gradually ousted the quarterlies and monthlies as organs of opinion They also returned to the Kingsley-Mrs Gaskell tradition, and wrote novels The most explosive among them all was Samuel Butler, he loved to drop bombs and crackers in any nest which he thought harboured the fledglings of cant, but he pnded himself a little too much on being paradoxical He has been described as the typical English eccentric who delights in standing everything on its head, and it has been suggested that he may be compared with Peacock, who had he lived earlier might have found something constructive to sav, but who, hvmg when he did, found it all said already, and had to resort to paradoxical opposition to give his individuality scope Scientifically, Butler was opposed to the Darwinian view, and it was he who inculcated Shaw with the idea of Creative Evolution (the Lamarck-Bergson "vitalism") His Note-Books, his Alps and Sanctuaries and such like, are his most characteristic work, but his most famous is Erewhon, in which Jjtfe described an imaginary society
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